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Dear Fellow Dog Owner, 
 Our records show the canine family members in your home will be due for their flu 
vaccinations in the next few months.  We feel these vaccines are even more important this year 
than last year.  The Canine Influenza Virus has been confirmed in Colby.  So far none of our 
vaccinated dogs have gotten ill.  The vaccine for Canine Influenza will aid in preventing the 
serious and sometimes fatal pneumonia caused by H3N8.  It does not eliminate the risk of 
infection completely.  In our practice last year over 200 dogs were safely administered the 
Canine Influenza Vaccine.  We feel very comfortable in recommending this vaccine for your 
pets.  
 Canine Influenza Virus is extremely contagious.  Dogs begin to shed the virus days 
before they show any signs of illness.  Some dogs shed the virus and never show any signs. 
Dogs continue to shed the virus weeks after their illness is resolved.  This virus is spread dog 
to dog by direct contact between dogs, air borne via cough or sneeze, or on contaminated 
surfaces, such as human hands during petting, clothes, shoes, leashes, bowls, etc. 
 The first signs of Canine Influenza are the same as K-9 Bordetella or “Kennel Cough” 
and Canine respiratory disease complex.  Due to the similarity in signs to some of our other 
canine viral infections, it is important to keep your dog current on all of their routine 
vaccinations.  If your pet becomes ill and the vaccines have not been updated, this may 
further complicate the diagnosis and treatment of your pet. 
 As owners we can help protect our dogs by starting them on the Canine Influenza 
vaccine.  This vaccine may prevent signs of infection, reduce the severity of the illness the dogs 
may experience, and help limit the spread of the virus in a majority of the cases.  If your dog is 
vaccinated and still contracts influenza, the vaccine will decrease the severity and duration of 
the disease, and help lower the viral load to decrease shedding and spread of the disease. The 
vaccine aids the dog’s immune system in preventing the progression of the virus to 
pneumonia, which is the most common reason dogs may die during their bout of Canine 
Influenza. 
 Other ways to help protect your pet in addition to keeping current on all preventative 
vaccines include:  washing hands often, washing food and water bowls with a mild 
disinfectant, washing bedding, leashes and collars with mild color safe bleach, keeping your 
pet away from areas visited by other dogs that are overdue for vaccinations or are 
unvaccinated.  

Please call with any questions or concerns you may have regarding your dogs and how 
to protect them from Canine Influenza.  For more information see www.doginfluenza.com 
        
                                                     Please call 785-460-1078 to schedule your appointment. 
Thank you,       
 
 
Dr Tammy Swartz 
 
Swartz Veterinary Hospital     
 

$2.00 Off  
Any Canine Influenza Vaccine 

Given at Swartz Veterinary Hospital 
Present this coupon at time of check in 

Expires 12/31/12


